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Wint who? Read on...... 
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Raylo and Colin Toten are known to many of you as the main distributor for Darstaed 0 

gauge products, we advertise regularly in the HRCA magazine and attend a variety of exhibitions and 
fairs, we also offer many other Companies models and collectables and this new publication gives us 
the opportunity to bring these to your notice. 

The web site has details of these suppliers goods all of which are carefully chosen for high 
quality and reliability, from time to time we also offer exclusive models made for us by 
manufacturers. In this first news letter we offer a brief review of our suppliers and their products 
and in subsequent issues we will update readers on the progress of new lines but only when we have 
confirmed delivery details. 

Darstaed 0 gauge, items that represent excellent value for money and a good customer support 

for spares when needed, our latest delivery is the second batch of GWR and BR Castle class 
locomotives with the latest single motor / gearbox mechanism with steel gears, 26 different names 
and numbers at present. 

Directory 0 gauge, mainly goods rolling stock made from brass etchings and finished in many 

liveries to a high standard, built in small batches and Series with a strong collector following, suitable 
for 2 or 3 rail operation. 

Seven Mill Models, a recent manufacturer to enter the 0 gauge fraternity with strong support 

from two well known and established suppliers. A limited range at present but the quality and 
performance of their locomotives is a pleasure to see, three mainline locomotives now available in a 
variety of LNER and BR liveries, names and running numbers with the availability of factory fitted 
smoke units if desired, other models scheduled for delivery later this year and eagerly awaited. 

MTH-RailKing. We are appointed retailers for all MTH-RailKing products, our main interest is in 

the European models including the Duchess Locomotives, L.M.S Maroon, and B.R., Maroon and 
Carmine and Cream coaches all with interior lighting and seating (please state if for 2 or 3 rail 
operation. Coming soon, Blue Coronation coaches to suite the Ace Trains Coronation locomotive.  
We also stock the very popular Real Trax 0 gauge trackwork and we can accept special orders for 
catalogued items we do not carry in stock. 

Ace Trains. We are not agents for this Company but often have models produced by them from 

Probate or collections we have purchased. 

Raylo Exclusives. Periodically we are offered the opportunity of an exclusive item, sometimes 

we join with a partner due to the not inconsiderate capital investment required, at present Raylo 
and W.J.Vintage have joined forces and have commissioned ETS to produce a Terrier tank 
locomotive. This will be available in most liveries beginning with 2662 in lined Southern Railways 
green livery, deliveries begin in May with further liveries, for example Boxhill, in Improved Engine 

green swiftly following. wŀȅƭƻΩǎ last venture was with Horton Series for three exclusive Advertising 
Vans, Colmans Mustard, Colmans Starch and Palethorpes Sausages; a limited edition of 50 each of 
which very few are now left. 

Obsolete Makers. We have numerous 0 gauge models produced by manufacturers who have  

ceased production, some of these are listed on our web site and include models from Hornby, 
Bassett-Lowke, Mills, Leeds. Bonds, Bing, etc. please enquire  
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General items. As we offer a probate and valuation service and also purchase large collections 

we accumulate a wide variety of other models including 00 gauge items by Hornby-Dublo, Trix Twin 
Railways,  Triang, Hornby, Lima etc., also items by Dinky, Corgi, Britains (Farm, Garden, Circus and 
figures),  Astra, Meccano, Bayko etc. 

Horton Series. As the sole UK distributor we have taken on to stock and supply these colourful 

advertising vans originally produced in association with Darstaed so as not to disappoint customers 
who would like or have pre ordered them when announced late last year, we have a few left of the 
first designs and a further delivery due later this month (MAY) including Lyons Swiss Rolls, 
Slumberland, Beautifull Isles and the remaining, outstanding Palethorpes Sausages. Further issues 
will follow including Carter Patterson, Minic, Penguin etc. 
 

                
 
Regular readers may well note that this month I have featured the other three vans in the latest set 
of six from Horton/ACE. The e-newsletter was all-but completed when Colin caught me unawares by 
sending me the very latest images coming from Rob Horton, which show the next set he proposes to 
produce. If, like me, you are captivated by this sort of tin printed goods stock, then prepare yourself. 
You have been warned..... 
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I understand the Express Dairy Eggs van should have a sliding door, and Rob is currently working on 
the appropriate art-work to give it one. This will then be useable on a range of other sliding door 
vans which he has in mind. At the moment, it is anticipated the above set should be available 
towards the end of July 2013. Colin will no doubt be able to tell you more. 
 

He can be contacted at www.raylo.co.uk or by telephone on 01582 873460 
 
 

    

http://www.raylo.co.uk/


 

5 

 

 
 
Colin is furthermore keen to let prospective customers know that the first batch of the long awaited 
six-wheeler coaching stock from Darstaed are now available through him and the other Darstaed 
dealers ς for their contact details see the Darstaed section of this e-newsletter. 
 

6 WHEEL COACH  TECHNICAL DETAILS:  
Å Based on 34 ft prototypes with appropriate number of compartments (e.g. 4 in 1st and 5 in 

3rd class). 

Å Carefully researched liveries. 

Å Composition of rakes: 

1 x All 1st class 

1 x All 3rd class 

1 x 1st/3rd Composite 

1 x 3rd brake 

Å Each compartment glazed and individually lit ; curtains in first class compartments. 

Å Clerestory roofs with detailed frosted glass and internally illuminated. 

Å Fitted interior seating in appropriate colours, including advertising panels. 

Å Wheel sets insulated for 2 or 3 rail running. 

Å Working tail Lamp. 

Å Teak coaches with teak coloured frames as prototypical. 

Å Full Brakes will also be available separately and in a set of three accompanied by two goods 

vehicles. 
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Have you ever wondered...... 
 how your model train rails are made? 

 
¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ wƻƴ CǊŀǎŜǊΩǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘŜŀǎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƴƛŎƪŜƭ ΨǎƛƭǾŜǊΩ ǎǘŜŜƭ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƘƛƎƘ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ 
silver, when in fact it contains none, I have found myself coming into contact with the Managing 
Director of one of the main manufacturers of model railway track rail, not just in the UK, but 
worldwide. 
 

That man is Marc Turner of the Sheffield based company known as Wintwire. When I initially got in 
touch with him over the nickel silver issue, Marc could not have been more accommodating, and 

when he heard about why I was enquiring and my efforts with ΨWǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛŎƪŜǘΩ, he immediately 
extended a warm invite to pay him a visit at the factory, to see for myself how the process happens. 
I enthusiastically took him up on the offer and made a visit a few days later. If you find industrial 
workshops and curious machinery rattling away fascinating, then this is a subject for you. 
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Wintwire has a Sheffield address, and from it you may well picture in your mind, either a grim and 
grimy post industrial revolution factory environment or a modern industrial hamlet on the outskirts 

of the city served by an inevitable ring-road, but in point of fact Wintwire does not really fall into 
either category, as it stands in a rural setting on a site beside the River Don, from which the factory 
originally drew its power.  

In this photograph, the peaceful River 
Don makes its way past the site, but 
earlier in the year, the company suffered 
considerable damage and expense when 
the river severely flooded the site. 
 
This then is Oxspring, Sheffield. A village 
located, off the main A629 trans-Pennine, 
Woodhead Pass road between Sheffield 
and Manchester and the site is accessed 
down a steep lane, leading to an ancient 
pack-horse bridge over the river. Close- 
by, is situated the ox spring; the water 
source which enabled the area to be 
settled in the first place. 
 
 In this photograph, the view is looking 
back up the steep lane which gives access 

to Wintwire; the lane passing under one 
of the arches of Oxspring Viaduct. 
 

And here is the imposing viaduct, beneath which 

Wintwire goes about its business, just as 
generations have done over the years. 

 

    
The history of the company is well worth taking the 
time to have a look at, and indeed MD Marc Turner 
was keen to share some of it with me, but in the interests of time and space, it might be best if I 
simply refer you to a website, where someone has already troubled to tell the story, and you can 
find it here: http://www.penpictorial.co.uk/histwinterbottom.htm 
 
What I cannot help but find interesting is the way the founder of the business, George 
²ƛƴǘŜǊōƻǘǘƻƳΣ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ муллΩǎΣ ōǊƛŜŦƭȅ in partnership with a Mr. Cook of Hathersage; 
my home village from which I had set off earlier in the day to make my visit to the company! 

 

http://www.penpictorial.co.uk/histwinterbottom.htm
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So, let me introduce Marc Turner, ²ƛƴǘǿƛǊŜΩǎ MD.  
Marc runs the company with the aid of his son and 
Sales Manager, Ben and 24 other members of staff 
including a big, soft Weimaraner named Truman. 
 

On behalf of Marc, welcome to Wintwire, where 
almost certainly any of the model train track rails 
(not tin-plate) which you might happen to have on 
your layout, may well have been made by them!  
 
 
 

 

   

 
 

 

 
The reason I make particular reference to Mr. Cook of Hathersage, is not just because he used to live 
and work in HathersageΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ муллΩǎ ƘŜ ǘƻƻ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǿƛǊŜ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ƛƴ 
the village. I understand that one of the lanes in my village has a tunnel under it, and at that time, 
wire was hand drawn by men who would literally take the end of a length of wire and somehow pull 
it, along the tunnel until it was of the required diameter. Sounds hard to imagine today and 

thankfully the process is very different today at Wintwire. 
 

 On my arrival at the site, my senses 
were assailed on the one hand by the 
rhythmic thumping of machinery at work 
in the building, and soothed on the other 
hand by the flow of the river, mixed with 
the quacking of the ducks and clucking of 
the chickens which are to be found in 
numbers on the opposite bank. 
Suddenly, an articulated lorry noses its 
way over the pack horse bridge bearing 
another consignment of coils of wire, 
destined to be turned into whatever 

Wintwire are required to produce and 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǊǊȅΩǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ŀƴ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜe 
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suddenly appears and brings a fork-lift truck into life so as to unload the lorry.  
 
Marc caƳŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƎǊŜŜǘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǘƘŜƴ ƭŜŘ 
through the cacophony of sound made by the 
various machines at work, up a flight of stairs and 
into his office sanctuary, where he explains the 
history of the site and begins to explain a little of 
the work they do. As one might imagine, it is not 
just model railway rails that they concern 
themselves with and in order to illustrate the 
diversity, I was shown a selection of what I took 
to be Dremel (mini-drill) attachments. In essence, 
this is what they are, but these are very much 
smaller and made for the dentist trade, so again, 
when you next pay a visit to your dentist, you 
now know where that drill attachment they are 
using may well have been made! These were so 

small, they were very hard to photograph.  
 
Other items of interest included stainless steel helical wall ties, as now used by the building industry, 
to tie walls together across the cavity. 
 
Having seen a selection of some of the items the company make, Marc then required me to don the 
requisite high-visibility jacket before leading off on a guided tour of the factory floor. 
 
LΩǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ōǊƛŜŦ ŦƛƭƳ ŎƭƛǇǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜǊȅ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 
photographs, none of which will ever really explain what is happening, quite like standing amongst it 
ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ōȅ aŀǊŎΣ ōǳǘ LΩƭƭ Řƻ Ƴȅ ōŜǎǘΦ 
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Here is a 
selection of the 

numerous 
cutting dies the 
company holds, 
which enable 
them to 
ultimately create 
the necessary 
profile to 
whichever track 
section they are 
required to 
make. It sounds 
fairly straight 
forward, but of 
course, there is 
much more to it. 
 
Some of these 
dies are for 
micro-scales, so 

small you can barely see them; who on earth models to such a small scale? 
 

The wire to be used may well have been previously drawn out by another firm, before Wintwire 
create the desired section, but the process invariably starts with a large and heavy spool of wire 
which may be made of a variety of materials from steel to brass. The wire is lifted into the air from 
the spool and sent on its way over a pulley as it heads towards the machinery which will transform 
its profile, in possibly a series of passes before it is finished.  
 
 

 
 

 
In the above-right photograph, the wire can be seen exiting a die on a stationary machine. The lid 
has been lifted on the cooling reservoir which when running is full of water, cooling the wire which 
rises rapidly in temperature as a result of the process. 
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In the photo on the left, the wire being 
profiled is arrowed as it passes between 
four separate dies, compressing it on all 
four sides. 
 
In the below photograph another 
machine is gently heating the wire as it 
commences on its journey to become 
something quite different from how it 
arrived. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Before final cutting into specified lengths, it has to be formed into a perfect straight in both the 
vertical and horizontal plane, which you might be able to see happening via this machine. 

 
                                      Vertical plane ς followed by horizontal plane straightening. 
 
 
 
 



 

12 

 

The rail section is then cut to length by the below machine and the finished lengths begin to 
assemble themselves in a cradle waiting to be checked and bound together.   
 

 
For those who imagine the hobby is on its last gasp, 
it would be nice to think that this one bundle of 
finished rail section should clearly indicate all is far 
from lost. 
 
Before I took my leave, I cast my eye around the 
building and snapped a few more photos of this hive 
of industry. 
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LƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ōȅ DŜƻǊƎŜ ²LƴǘŜǊōƻǘǘƻƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ муллΩǎΦ 

 

 

 
So, there you have it. Now you can see at least how the steel or brass section rails that your pride 
and joys run along are made. Obviously there is much more to the finished product, as someone has 
yet to form the rails into track sections, with either the application of moulded sleepers or as in Ron 
CǊŀǎŜǊΩǎ ŎŀǎŜΣ ƘŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǎƭŜŜǇŜǊǎΦ !ƭǎƻ, none of the above takes into account the care and skill 
that is required to produce your curves, turnouts and crossings, and maybe in some small way this 
article will help the reader to understand a little more of how the price is determined when you next 
buy a quantity of rails. 
 
Having seen all that neeŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴΣ aŀǊŎ ōƛŘ ƳŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊs will 
wish him and his staff all the very best. Well done Marc. 

 
  
WINTWIRE 
UNIT 3, 
OXSPRING, 
SHEFFIELD, 
S36 8YW 
 
TEL: 01226 763081 
FAX: 01226 767164 
 
email: sales@wintwire.co.uk 
 

mailto:sales@wintwire.co.uk
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Darstaed Newsletter No. 22 July 2013  

 

 

The very l atest news from Darstaed . 
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Here is a selection of the responses coming from American enthusiasts:  

 
 

άThese Reincarnated Dorfan Trains look like they'll be very beautiful works of Tinplate Art.έ 
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άBravo! The quality if it is as represented is simply wonderful at a very competitive pricing. Looks 
like a winner. Bruceέ 

άThese look gorgeous; count me as "in" on these! Also, what is that track that the Dorfan cars are 
riding on? I really like the look of it and the unique ties. Is it available to purchase? Kind regards, 

Mackέ 
 

Andries Grabowsky responds: ά¢he track is a mock up of the celebrated Marklin "Modell Schiene" 
from the '30s that we intend to make. Preferably in the USA, or Europe of course.έ 

 
άThese Reincarnated Dorfan Trains look like they'll be very beautiful works of Tinplate Art.έ 

άBravo! The quality if it is as represented, is simply wonderful at a very competitive pricing. Looks 
like a winner. Bruceέ 

In the wake of the Dorfan announcement, Darstaed owner, Andries Grabowsky has forwarded the 
following statement: 
 
Dear All,  
 
You will have noted the announcement above of our new Dorfan line. The launch 
was successfully made yesterday (Sat 29 th  June) at the National Convention of 
the Train Collectors Association of America, TCA.  
 
I would like to assure our customers that these p roductions will not interfere 
with our program for British models as the Dorfan products are intended to be 
produced in the USA.  
 
The first shipment of 6 wheelers has been received by our distributors 
although one third of the shipment did not arrive in go od shape. Due to the 
urgency we shipped by courier at great expense but couriers are notably less 
careful with the goods than normal airfreight carriers. Our apologies for 
keeping some of our eager customers waiting a bit longer.  
 
At the moment we are stu dying the possibility of doing the final assembly in 
Britain itself as Mr Fowler of 7Mill has proved is possible and desirable. 
This is in line with our long term objective to produce trains in the West 
where they belong. Producing in Britain will have the  advantage that liveries 
will be available on call and shipping/assembly damage will hopefully be a 
thing of the past.  
 
The coaches are made according to the standards we have set with our Non -
Corridor stock. i.e. standard fitted detailed interiors, interi or lighting and 
working tail lights with proper pick - up from the rails of course.  
 
The first production run is vouched for by our distributors but it is quite 
large and therefore it will take time to complete all 20+ liveries. The price 
is GBP 245 + P&P fo r the first production run available with our distributors, 
after that the price will be GBP 265 + P&P. Of course it is out of the    
question that these coaches will subsequently be offered, or any other of our 
products, on EBay at slashed prices without w arranty. They take us too much 
effort to make and we are proud of what we create. For us trains are not a 
commodity to be traded for a fast buck.  
 

http://ogrforum.ogaugerr.com/topic/dorfan-reborn?reply=lastReply
http://ogrforum.ogaugerr.com/topic/dorfan-reborn?reply=lastReply
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Now that production of the 6 wheelers is proceeding slowly but surely, we will 
dedicate our attention to the production of our mainline coaches, Brighton 
Belle in blue/grey, LMS maroon Pullmans and of course the two Metropolitan 
Pullmans as announced previously. The A4s and A1s + Tornado are also 
progressing slowly.  
 
Enjoy tinplate!  
 
Cheers,  
Andries  

 

Production S tage updates.  
 

ENGINE SHEDS       N.B.FINAL DESIGN AND PRICE NOT SPECIFIED AS YET 

  
A1 & TORNADO LOCOMOTIVES   A1 £685       TORNADO with A1 royalty £ 745   
OR: Supplied in mahogany presentation box with royalty to the A1 Trust £850. 

    
A4 PACIFIC LOCOMOTIVES       £685 

  
0-6-0 JINTY TANK ENGINE 2 RAIL VERSION     £325 

    
FRENCH 0-6-0 JINTY TANK ENGINES  AVAILBLE WITH FRENCH 6Ws £325 

   
0-6-0 PANNIER TANK ENGINE 2 RAIL VERSION    £325 

   
6 WHEELER COACHES_______________________________________________________________£245 

    
CASTLE CLASS LOCOMOTIVES                                             £595*see page 12 
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NCB PANNIER TANK ENGINE   N.B. VERY FEW REMAINING  £295 

  
 
0-6-0 PANNIER TANK ENGINE N.B. VERY FEW REMAINING  £325 

        
0-6-0 JINTY TANK ENGINE (BLACK) N.B. VERY FEW REMAINING  £325 
The Jinty on/off switch is now available, £10 each, easy to fit. Contact your local 
distributor. 

     
0-6-0  JINTY TANK ENGINES (COLOURED LIVERIES)  N.B. AS ABOVE £325  
NB: no further in grey 

  
2-6-2T ENGINES        £325  

     
MINERAL WAGONS        £150 set of six. 
Singles £25 each unboxed. 

    
1ST SERIES ADVANS        £45  
Individually boxed  

   

 
HORTON/DARSTAED ADVANS (WHILE STOCKS LAST)   £39 each.  
wŀȅƭƻ 9ȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜΩǎ ϻпл ŜŀŎƘΦ 
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J19 0-6-0 TENDER ENGINE       £345 
 Limited number of plain black with NE on tender at £365  

     

PULLMAN COACHES & BAR CARS      £395  
{Ŝǘ ƻŦ рΦ {ƛƴƎƭŜΩǎ ŀƴŘ .ŀǊ /ŀǊǎ ϻуф ŜŀŎƘΦ ²ƛǘƘ оrd rail pick-up £99. 

     
 

 
Ψ²!w{ILtΩ /[!{{ пн [h/hah¢L±9 NEW PROJECT IN 2 AND 3 RAIL VERSIONS 

  
DB CLASS V200.0 LOCOMOTIVE     NEW PROJECT 3 RAIL VERSION 

      
 

 
 

 

THE PRODUCTION STAGES EXPLAINED.  
 
STAGE 1:  CONCEPT & DESIGN. In this initial phase, the concept and viability is widely considered within the Darstaed 
Team looking at all aspect of how the model might be produced. Which versions and liveries might be made available, 
whilst inviting customers to indicate their thoughts on the proposal. 
 
STAGE 2: PLANNING. The production of drawings and costings in respect of tooling and parts required. 
STAGE 3: MOCK-UP SAMPLE & APPROVED LIVERY DRAWINGS. 
 
IF AT THIS STAGE THERE IS INSUFFICIENT INTEREST WE WILL CONSIDER POSTPONING OR SHELVING THE 
PROJECT. HOWEVER; IF THE PROJECT IS DEEMED TO HAVE SUFFICIENT SUPPORT AND VIABILITY, IT WILL BE GREEN 
FLAGGED THUS: 

                              
AT THIS POINT IN TIME, YOU THE CUSTOMER MAY FIND THE MODEL UNDER CONSTRUCTION WILL BECOME AVAILABLE 
AT A SPECIAL PRE-PRODUCTION PRICE. 
 
STAGE 4: TOOLING UP. 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://maybach.50megs.com/images/ukhyd/d832__d7076_rawtenstall_200698b.jpg&imgrefurl=http://maybach.50megs.com/warships.htm&h=476&w=638&sz=27&tbnid=4FMlGYdRJtplwM:&tbnh=93&tbnw=124&zoom=1&usg=__uTsnev7hbsVLGU9IYy94t24n4E4=&docid=eMnVClGBk1JuEM&hl=en&sa=X&ei=4ffiUJzXDKqO0AXd74DgBA&sqi=2&ved=0CGAQ9QEwBQ&dur=25
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STAGE 5: PRE-PRODUCTION SAMPLE READY AND BEING TESTED. If all goes well distributors should shortly thereafter 
have a pre production model to show prospective customers. 
 
STAGE 6: PRODUCTION IN PROGRESS. 
 
STAGE 7: AVAILABLE - RELEASE OF FINISHED MODEL & DELIVERY DATE CONFIRMED. 
 
 

 
 

The distributors: 
 
 

UK MIDLANDS:     Authorised Darstaed distributor COLIN TOTEN 

www.raylo.co.uk email: colin@bhvccc.co.uk Tel: 01582 873460 άL ŀƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ 
to any toy fair or exhibition I attend for you to collect in person or alternatively by post or courier 
ŀǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘέΦ 

 
UK NORTH & SCOTLAND: Authorised Darstaed distributor CHRIS REEVE Tel: 01557 860080 

email: chrisreeve@sky.com άL regularly visit HRCA meetings and other events in Scotland and the 
.ƻǊŘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎέΦ  
 

GERMANY: Authorised Darstaed distributor HERR FRANK ELZE 

MBW Spur 0 Modellbahnwerstatt  email: Modellbahnwerkstatt@arcor.de 
Tel & Fax: +49-208-30-18-814 Mobile: +49-178-656-2556 Website: www.MBW-Spur-0.de 
 

U.S.A. & CANADA:                  Authorised Darstaed distributor JOHN HOOVER 

of TRAINS-HOOVER   1064, CRYSTAL BOWL CIRCLE, CASSELBERRY, FL 32707 www.trainshoover.com 
email: trainshoover@gmail.com 

 AUSTRALIA:    Authorised Darstaed distributor DAVE ALLEN 

Ψ¢I9 h D!¦D9 D¦¸Ω www.theogaugeguy.com email: dave@theogaugeguy.com Mobile Tel: 
0421778151. 
 

http://www.raylo.co.uk/
mailto:colin@bhvccc.co.uk
mailto:chrisreeve@sky.com
mailto:Modellbahnwerkstatt@arcor.de
http://www.mbw-spur-0.de/
http://www.trainshoover.com/
mailto:trainshoover@gmail.com
http://www.theogaugeguy.com/
mailto:dave@theogaugeguy.com
tel:0421778151
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UK LONDON & SOUTH:                 Authorised Darstaed distributor BRUCE 

COLEMAN www.wonershtrains.com email: brelcol@talktalk.net Tel/Fax: 01483 892373 (South East) 
άL ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ƛƴ ǎǘƻŎƪΣ ōƻǘƘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ ²ƛƭƭ ǎǇƭƛǘ ǎŜǘǎ ƻŦ 
coaches and wagons, depending on stock position. All postage by seŎǳǊŜ ŎƻǳǊƛŜǊΦέ 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submit a photo. 
 

 

 

  
 

This was the original concept for this section of the newsletter, but this month Roy James has sent 
me an irresistible selection of coaching stock as made by top coach maker: Darstaed. Here are a few 
samples. Please feel free to submit period rolling stock photos ς any make or period, as a home can 
be found to highlight them here. 
 

http://www.wonershtrains.com/
mailto:brelcol@talktalk.net
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In the above Southern Region coach, you can clearly see how the factory fitted lighting enhances the 
interior detail, to which Roy has also added a number of passengers.  
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 For information and sales contact our main agent; 
DJH Engineering Ltd. Project House, Villa Real, Consett, England DH8 6BP 

Tel: 01207 500050, Mon-Thurs 09:00 ~ 17:00 hrs. Friday 09:00 ~ 14:30 hrs. Voicemail all 
other times. 

Fax: 01207 599757. E: sales@djhmodelloco.co.uk W: www.djhmodelloco.com 
Sales Agents in UK: WJVintage, 29, Wood Road, Kings Cliffe, Peterborough, PE6XF T: 07711 

092497  
W: www.wjvintage.co.uk 

Colin Toten, RAYLO T: 01582 873460 W: www.raylo.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:sales@djhmodelloco.co.uk
http://www.djhmodelloco.com/
http://www.wjvintage.co.uk/
http://www.raylo.co.uk/
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The distance between the 

rails, for óOô gauge track 

this is 32 mm and called 

the óback to backô, if the 

back to back is to small 

the train cannot pass 

between the rail. 

 

When you sit on a very ridged chair, only 3 of 

the legs will touch the floor, the fourth leg 
may only just miss the floor by ½ the 

thickness of a human hair, but it takes no 

weight. When you place a block of metal on to 

a perfectly flat surface it will most lightly rest 

on the 3 highest points of the block, twist it; 

squish the block and those high spots will be 

flattened and other high points will support the 

block.  

 

 

Qnmôr Mdvrkdssdq 

 
If you disagree with anything in this article please feel free to respond either to me or the 

news letter, I am very happy to talk and learn. Email Ron@maldontrack, face book or 

www.maldontrack.com 

 

Our hobby has many facets, some like to build a scenic railway display, others just to run a 

loco around a simple loop of track. Some are interested in history, others in heavy 

engineering and some just like the look of a loco. The one thing they all relay on is the track. 

 

To continue from the last news letter: 

 

Most model locos have no suspension and so in 

most cases only 3 drive wheels are in contact 

with the track at any one time. 

 

To make a perfect concentric drive wheel would 

cost a fortune, but to get 6 drive wheels exactly 

the same size is not worth talking about; funnily 

enough, 6 balls would be easy to make. 

 

 Most locos will rock on the track, this is of very little concern; however, if you turn the loco 

upside down and rotate the drive wheels you will see that some of the rims of the drive 

wheels move from side to side as they rotate. This wobble can be as much as 3 mm either 

side of the centre line of the loco which can be a problem. 

 

It means that the back to back measurement is constantly 

changing; the result is that the loco wobbles like a duck as it 

goes along but when itôs pulling a load, the duck movement is 

not as prevalent. If just one wheel is badly out of a line, the duck 

wobble will only be seen when that wheel becomes the lead 

wheel and the rim is running against the outer edge of the rail of 

a curve.  So in many cases the wobble is no problem. Tubal 

track is better at hiding this problem. 

 

However; on profile rail, if the wobbly wheel hits the frog of a point at the wrong part of its 

rotation the loco will derail, this is usually the reason why some locos will derail every other 

time it goes through a point. The other problem is that if a pair of wheels are running out of 

line and out of phase with each other the back to back size is completely lost and therefore 

derailment, jamming, or choking on a point is un avoidable, but wonôt necessarily occur 

every time the loco goes through a point. 
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Why do we get the wobble on a drive wheel? 

 

Some of the problem is unavoidable; the wheel has to be made at a cost and the higher the 

accuracy, the greater the cost.  The most common drive wheels are made by a process called 

sintering. This creates an accurate casting that is very tough and very hard to machine. 

The shaft hole is not usually machined and inevitably does not run concentric with the 

circumference of the wheel. In most cases, this is not a problem, but where the casting 

process leaves debris in the hole so that the axle canôt seat properly it causes a wobble.  

 

The other problem is the drive wheel assembly method. 

In general, most of us would expect that the circumference of the shaft/ axle 

hole would interfere with the axle shaft. But in most model locos the 

circumferences of the shaft and axel hole donôt touch as the location is 

reliant on the front face of the shaft and the inner face of the drive wheel 

with the retaining centring them. This is sufficient for purpose, but if there is 

any debris left in the wheel axle hole then the drive wheel cannot seat 

properly.  

 

One of the other reasons for wobble is that the 

retaining screw is loose, some people use lock 

tight to lock the screw in place, this is OK 

until you have to undo the screw which can 

cause it to shear, a better option is to use a 

cheap superglue as this breaks down if it gets 

damp, so a small piece of damp cotton wool 

left on top of the super-glued screw will 

loosen the adhesive. 

 

Of course one set of wheels have insulated inserts fitted but the above still applies.  
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WJVintage  
Serious Toys for Discerning Boys  
Paul Lumsdon - Head Boy  

www.wjvintage.co.uk  

NEW  (May 2013)  

ETS Shell/BP tank wagon  
Brand New Stock - Limited Production  (just 20pcs)  
We have just taken delivery of this ETS Shell/BP tank wagon which is now fully 

modified for the UK market and fitted with a smaller filler and chemically 

blackened spoked wheels. This means they are fully compatible with all the tank 
wagons, open wagons an d ventilated vans produced by Bassett -Lowke in recent 

years. We have only taken delivery of twenty pieces just to gauge the market for 

these. They are priced at  £41.99  plus postage.  

 

 

 

 

 
You could be forgiven for thinking this photograph has been photo-shopped ς where in the country is such an 
enormous brick-ōǳƛƭǘ ǾƛŀŘǳŎǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘΚ CƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ tŀǳƭΩǎ WǳƴŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΥ www.wjvintage.co.uk 

  

http://www.wjvintage.co.uk/
http://www.wjvintage.co.uk/

