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elcome to the August 2014 edition of ΨWǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛŎƪŜǘΩ a freely produced e-ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀōǊŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ 

is happening in the fascinating world of coarse scale O Gauge model trains. The information you read within its pages is supplied each month 

by the various players in this field who feel they have information to share, and naturally as editor I attempt to present that information in the 

best possible light, regardless of who has submitted what. 

The month of July has been an exceptionally busy one in our family, with a son getting married and as soon as he and his wife departed on their honey 

ƳƻƻƴΣ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ΨYƛǘŎƘŜƴ-CƛȄΩ went into action during which we had just seven days to secretly get into their house and sort out their kitchen which had 

been ruined by a leaking water pipe earlier in the year. What a job, but just to see their dumb-struck faces on their return was reward enough.    

As you receive this document on the 1st of the month, the significance of the month of August will surely not be lost on any of you as regards events which 

were unfolding in Europe exactly 100 years ago. In point of fact the key piece in the jigsaw, an assassination of an Austrian Archduke and his wife, (little 

known to the majority over here in Britain) actually occurred just over eight weeks ago on the 28th June, but in Britain, events were now rapidly coming to a 

head. In 1914, the 3rd of August was a glorious, lazy Bank Holiday but by the next day ς just four days from now, if you had been alive at the time, your 

world was about to be stood on its head as you found your country was now squarely at war with another European superpower ς Germany. How would 

you have felt then and how might you feel if it happened today? At 57yrs of age, the recruiting sergeant is unlikely to come tapping on my shoulder, but my 

son, would most like soon be gone, and it makes you think.  

I do not want to steer this publication off at a tangent, but as you will read, the story of the First 

World War has long held a grip on me, as I know it does many others out there and consequently, I 

simply cannot let these events go by unnoticed and more on the subject follows on p67, however 

ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƭȅ ŜŜǊƛŜ ²²м ǘǊƛǾƛŀΦ ²Ƙŀǘ 

was the registration number of the car the Archduke Franz Ferdinand was driving in on that fateful 

day in June 1914 and what significance does it have for the war? Answer can be found on p71. 

Meanwhile; in the world of coarse scale O Gauge there are some distinctly exciting things going on, 

ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƭŘŜƴ ŘŀȅǎΣ ƻǊ ǎƻ L ƪŜŜǇ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ǎƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƧǳƳǇ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŎƻŀŎƘΣ 

drop the door window and head off to find out what all the excitement is about.... 

David Upton  
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Here comes the latest article from ACE Trains; this will surely buck you up? 
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This month, Rob Horton has forwarded images of the latest series of vans which he and ACE Trains, London are making available. Please note these are all 

CAD images - computer generated, but regular readers will know just how true to life they are and how the finished products are very unlikely to dissapoint. 
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Red or Grey roof available. 
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Red or Grey roof available. 
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Concerning this series of vans, Rob Horton writes: 

άLΩƳ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ ŀƴȅ Řŀȅ ƴƻǿΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ /ƻƭƛƴ ¢ƻǘŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ŀōƻǳǘ п ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ L 

receive them, so this should be about mid-August. Unless Colin decides to raise the UK retail price, they will remain at 

his current price for existing vans of £45.00GBP or $69.00AUD directly from me. Britannia Models in Canada will also 

ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦέ 

Rob @ WESSEX TRANSFERS 
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News from Benelux  

& the Continent , 

with Rob Giskes  

& B l ik en Speelgoed.   

 
 

 

άI thought it was required to visit the factories of Lehnhardt, - the producer of tinplate gauge 0 model trams and 

MERKUR, - the producer of tinplate gauge 0 model trains. I know it is quite a journey; from my hometown Deventer, it is 

about 650 km to Lehnhardt and from Lehnhardt to MERKUR about 400 km, one way!  But I had some important issues 

to discuss, issues which could not be solved by a phone call.... 

CONTINUED......  
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άAs you know, Lehnhardt produces not just the model trams but also some tinplate self-assembly buildings. In the last 

few months the shelves of their warehouse in Oberlungwirtz, Germany, (Lehnhardt is situated next to the Sachsenring 

an important car race circuit), became more and more empty. I felt it was time to ask what is going on and what we 

may expect as I was worried Lehnhardt might stop their production.  

After a very warm welcome I was able to visit the production facility. And some people were still working there. Sure I 

needed to pick up some orders and the representative of the management assured me all the tools were still kept and 

models which are selling well will be produced.  The production of their tinplate buildings and some of their model 

trams has however stopped. Nevertheless; when a certain quantity of a model is ordered, Lehnhardt promise to produce 

it. When it is possible to cooperate with some dealers we are able to provide our customers with some very nice 

Lehnhardt products.  

It isn't said, but I believe no new models will be made; a loss for the tinplate community I think. However I am glad it is 

still possible to order.  

Like most of the readers know, Bruce Palmer and I do also work with MERKUR on the J 94 project. Concerning this 

project and also some other business matters, I need to be honest to you all; like quality; logisticΩǎ were subject of  a 

conservation, with MERKUR. 

MERKUR is situated in Police nad Metuji, a small village in the north part of the Czech Republic, not far away from the 

Polish border, where MERKUR is an important employer in the region. Although the surroundings of Police nad Metuji 

are very beautiful (mountains, a national park, great views, lots of mountain bike tracks) it is still a region where a lot of 

people are unemployed. Most of the factories I have seen were closed. In the former socialistic republic, the production 
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of tinplate train models ended and all the tools were destroyed; only the metal construction sets which MERKUR has 

produced since 1920, came out of the factory.  

When Mr. Kriz Snr, the owner of MERKUR, bought the factory he took a high risk as he started with the production of 

the tinplate gauge 0 models again! ¢ƘŜ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜǊȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƭƻƻƪ ΨƻƭŘΩ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ Ǉerfectly suitable for the 

production and as everyone will understand, it is not always necessary to buy new! On the other hand a lot of people 

work in the factory and depend on the investment in new products and machinery within it . The responsibility for the 

workers and the (new) products is huge and in the Czech Republic, MERKUR is an important firm, known for its 

educational products and I have seen the great craftsmanship and the enthusiasm of the workers for their products.  

Above all we must not forget the bad times in the Czech Republic after the Second World War. The centrally planned 

economy and the way factories were managed still have their effects on the daily work. It is hard to compare a factory 

like this with the factories, for example, in Holland. Investments and quality systems, human resource policy and 

empowerment are key words, so be sure MERKUR has a long way to go, but their enthusiasm, the faith in their products 

and the investments in new products ( BR 01, BR 52, J 94 and more to come) makes me glad I am able to cooperate with 

MERKUR despite the cultural differences. 

So, keep this all in mind when you see the pictures of the factory and also when it takes a bit longer to deliver a much 

wanted model or when something else goes wrong.  

The tinplate train models and construction sets are made in four factories and I visited two of them.  
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One just outside the village and the other one in Police ad Metuji itself, not far from the building in which the MERKUR 

museum is situated. 
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Above: Jaromir Kriz Jnr working on one of the newer machines. 

 

 I had the opportunity to talk to the engineer who is responsible for the development of the J 94. He showed me two 

prototypes, (one of them was presented by Bruce in the UK). I was able to tell the engineer about some special items 

needed - I hope he understood what I meant!  
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Fortunately he was able to show me the latest technical drawing and I must say, but I am not an expert, all looks OK to 

me. 

Although Jaromir Kriz jr is the responsible manager, he would not send Bruce a new prototype in one of the foreseen 

liveries but I could persuade the engineer and the head of the production department to built one more prototype and 

send it to the UK  so that we are able to give some feed back to MERKUR. When his staff agreed to this, Jaromir also 

agreed! Bruce and I hope the new prototype will be in the UK by the end of August.  

 I explained to MERKUR again, how important it is to listen to their customers. In the former Soviet guided economic 

times, factories just produced and people bought 

everything which was offered, no matter the 

quality or the quantity. We still need to convince 

the Czech producers that people in the Western 

part of Europe have very different demands! 

I am sure we will hear more from MERKUR, for 

instance, there is some work on a new Czech 

diesel locomotive and there will be more scenery 

items. 

I hope you understand I cannot discuss these 

things at the moment, but what I can say is that 

MERKUR is working very hard on a remotely 

operated point/switch. Kits will be offered so you 
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are able to modify the MERKUR points to suit. Prices and date of production are not told yet but I may show you a 

picture. 

Perhaps the readers say ΨLs this allΩ? Well, I must say ΨboΣΩ but unfortunately I am not able to tell you much more at this 

time. When you meet Bruce and when you have any questions, please drink a nice cup of tea or drink a good glass of 

wine or beer together and have a little chat with him, but I hope my visit was worth the effort and we may receive a lot 

of models in time and in a very good quality. 

Rob Giskes   Blik en Speelgoed  
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óJust the Ticketô aims to promote and enthuse 
about the modern coarse scale O gauge model 

railway scene. If you have a story to tell, a 

layout to show or a product which lends itself 

to this wonderful minature world,  then please 

feel free to get in touch and you too could find 

your story or product freely told or promoted 

here!  

Contact details on p71.  
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Whatôs New for August? 

 

The Terrier - fest continues!  

 

Terrier A1X -  GWR No.5 óPortisheadô arrive s 
éand is another little ócorkerô! 
 

The GWR only operated 2 Terriers and No.5 óPortisheadô started life in LBSCR service as No.43 Gipsyhill. In 1925 she 

was sold to the Clevedon and Portishead Railway as No.2 óPortisheadô and joined the GWR in 1940 renumbered as 

No.5 óPortisheadô. Only 20 of this one have been produced (split between WJV intage  and RAYLO) and they are again 

priced at just £299 .00  each plus £11.00 p&p.  
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STOP PRESS  
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Terrier A1 ï KESR No.3 óBodiamô ï Imminent Arrival  
 

 
I have just received notification that the next Terrier shipment is leaving Prague and will be with me by the end of 
July ï so just in time for this edition of Just the Ticket . This A1Terrier  has come out really well in the smart lined 

blue livery of the Kent and East Sussex Railway . 

 
Again p riced at just £ £299.00  each plus £11.00 p&p,  this is another limited edition of just 20 locos commissioned 

by, and available exclusively from WJV intage  and RAYLO. Get them while you can, once they are gone, they are 

gone !!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



38 
 

GWR Diesel Railcar update  
The Passenger Railcar prototype has now been returned from  Prague fully refurbished to more accurately reflect the 

production model. Clear glazing has  been  installed along with a full interior and interior lighting.  Unfortunately this 
doesnôt show up very well in photographs as it has to be seen running to get the full effect of the lighting. However 

ówe have the technologyô. 

I have now posted a short video clip on Youtube of the prototype running on David Emblingôs Hornby layout at the 

recent TCA event at Biggleswade. The Railcar is shown running on 2ft radius curves and you can find the video by 
pasting the following link into your internet browser:  

 

http://youtu.be/r8nU1NsoCD4  
 
 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Railcar Prices  

The Passenger Railcar, which as noted above will feature seating and interior lighting, will be priced at £450.00  plus 

p&p.  
GWR Choc/Cream, BR Carmine/Cream, BR Green  

The Parcels Railcar will be priced at £430.00  plus p&p.  
GWR Choc/Cream, BR Carmine  
 

Railcar Delivery  é 

é is due  for late August/early September but  realistically we expect  to have the first batch available at Sandown on 
Saturday Sept 13 th  

http://youtu.be/r8nU1NsoCD4
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Bassett - Lowke ï New Old Stock  
I am always on the lookout for unused ónew old stockô Bassett-Lowke  items , mainly through my network of trade and 
old Corgi contacts. I am pleased to say I have unearthed another couple of very nice locomotive s ï in unused mint 

condition.  

 

BL990 13  BR (ex LMS) 4 - 6 - 2 Pacific Express No. 46208 'Princess Helena Victoria'.   -  £ 595 .00 plus P&P 
(£15.00 for UK)  

 

I know the history of this one from new as it was originally acquired by one of my former colleagues at Corgi who has 

stored it in the loft ever since. It has never been run  and so is in absolutely mint and new condition. It comes 

complete with all accessories (lamps, name boards, duster and instructions).  
The box has a little light edge wear from storage.  

It features 2 or 3 rail running options with an isolator switch and al so has a smoke generator. It is number 186 of a 

limited run of 200 pieces  

I have put it on my rolling road and it runs beautifully in both 2 and 3 rail mode, forward and reverse ï very smooth 
and quiet.  
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BL99012 BR (ex LMS) 4 - 6 - 0 Express Passenger Loco No. 46102 'Black Watch' complete with 3 Ace Blood 

and Custard BR Mk1 Coaches in a wooden presentation box -  £650.00 plus P&P (£ 20 .00 for UK)  

 
This is another brand new mint set with zero running hours . It comes complete with all accessories including lamps, 

coach boards and instructions.  

The loco features 2 or 3 rail running options with an isolator switch and also has a smoke generator.  

If I am really picky, the wooden presentation box is not 100%. These were produced in China and the quality is not 
the best carpentry I have ever seen but that is how they were from new. The price reflects this and I really think this 

is a real bargain for the money.  

The photos below are library shots rather than the actual items. If you would like to see photos of the actual set 

please email me at:  
wjvintage@lumsdon.eclipse.co.uk    

mailto:wjvintage@lumsdon.eclipse.co.uk
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My stock is changing all the time so please keep an eye out on my  website for latest availability :  

 
 

www.wjvintage.co.uk  

 
 

 

http://www.wjvintage.co.uk/
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If you are a user of social media why not look up WJV intage  on facebook  

 

Remember news breaks first on our facebook  page so if you want to be amongst the first to see whatôs new, join up 

and ólikeô the WJV intage  page.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
   

 

 

 
Email: wjvintage@lumsdon.eclipse.co.uk  

 

mailto:wjvintage@lumsdon.eclipse.co.uk
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And now news from Andries Grabowsky and Darstaed.... 

Darstaed Newsletter No. 35 

August 2014 
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Gentlemen, 

 

άWe can look back on the first six months of the year with some satisfaction as clearly our hard work is paying its dividend. Looking forward 

ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǘƘŜ άǎŜŀǎƻƴέ ƛǎ ǳǇƻƴ us and kicks off with the National events at Rugby and Sandown where our distributors will have the ES 

(Engine Shed) available and hopefully the CCs. (Corridor Coaches) 

 

As internally we have now for the first phase a full complement of workers that are in the various stages of training, externally we are also 

forging good relationships with the best subcontractors available to produce components according to our standards. This is not easy in a 

society that is money driven rather than motivated by delivering quality. 

 

As the pictures below will show we believe nothing is better than personal attention. 
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The first product to be shipped imminently is as promised the ES.  Shown below, the forming of the printed ES parts. You may note that 

before pressing the sheets are plastified for pressing, then the plastic film is removed, printing takes place and plastic film is applied again 

to protect the product while forming. 
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